
Christ is Superior: The Letter to the Hebrews 
 An Eternal Priest Brings Eternal Hope (Hebrews 7:1-28) 

 
Opening Illustration: The Last Dance 

- Over the past few weeks, we (like millions of others around the country) have been watching 
the weekly installments of the ESPN Documentary “The Last Dance” 

o It goes behind the scenes during the impressive run of the Chicago Bulls NBA team 
in the 1990’s and the man at the center of it all à Michael Jordan 

- One of the remarks that you consistently hear about Jordan when he came on the NBA 
scene is “We had never seen anyone like him before” 

o It seems like he appeared out of nowhere à He was not the son of another great 
basketball player who had been groomed his whole life and expected to accomplish 
greatness (similar to the Manning boys in football)  

o He was raised in obscurity in Wilmington, NC until he burst onto the college scene in 
the early 80’s at UNC Chapel Hill 

o One thing everyone immediately recognized about him is that he was special and 
unique 

 
This morning, we are going to talk about another figure who seemed to appear out of nowhere but 
who also was immediately recognized as being special and unique à Melchizedek 

- His name appears only 10 times in the Bible and 8 of those times appear in the letter to the 
Hebrews. The other 2 times are in Genesis 14:17-20 and Psalm 110:4 

- There are plenty of people in the Bible who do not get a lot of airplay in the pages of 
Scripture (Ex: Shamgar in Judges 3à mentioned briefly and vanishes from the Bible) 

- So…what makes Melchizedek so special that he takes up an entire chapter in Hebrews? 
 
Let’s find out togetherà Read and Pray 
 
Illustration: The changing political landscape in America 

- One of the truisms in American politics is “elections have consequences”à election cycles 
at the local, state, and national level are not neutral 

o Each change in leadership brings a change in emphasis, policy goals, laws, etc… 
o Some for better, some for worse (depending on if your side was elected and has the 

majority) 
- But, eventually, change is inevitableà Think about all of the things in our country that were 

considered “bedrock” that have changed within a generation 
o Why? à no political figure is eternal (though it may seem like it with the absence of 

term limits and the advent of “career politicians” over the past 50 years) 
o Eventually, even the best leaders die and need to be replaced 

 
This morning, we come back to a major theme of the letter to the Hebrewsà Christ’s role as the 
high priest (the BETTER/MEGA high priest) 

- Rememberà this was something the original audience was well-acquainted with 
- As the little house church of persecuted Christians in Rome received this letter, they were 

afraid and needed both encouragement and exhortation à we have seen both already 



- The writer is urging them to not turn back to their former ways, but to “hold fast to their 
confession” of Christ as the Messiah and to press on in the faith 

o One of the main sources of this encouragement? à the image of Christ as the greater 
high priest who is able to sympathize with His people and who intercedes for them 

- Then, Jesus gets compared to this man named Melchizedek who not only has a funny name 
but who also seemingly appears out of nowhere. 

o D.A. Carson: Melchizedek turns out to be one of the most instructive figures in the entire Bible for 
helping us put our Bibles together and then beyond that not only helping us put our Bibles together 
but seeing clearly who Jesus is. à Interestingly, Melchizedek is an important ingredient of 
the larger Biblical narrative (which is why the writer includes him here) 

 
Illustration: Regardless of whether you are talking about home improvement or cooking, everyone 
knows that you get better results from better ingredients (the only exception being Papa John’s 
pizza…it’s not better ;) )à Ex: Better paint and primer gives you a better finished look, better raw 
ingredients gives you a better finished meal, better car parts give you better performance 
 
Big Question: How does this apply to the high priestly office in the Bible and why should you care? 

- 2 Quick Points: A Better Priesthood brings Better Promises 
 
Point 1: A Better Priesthood 

- Last week, we talked about Jesus being the forerunner for the people of Godà He has gone 
before us and secures our way to God through His blood and His atoning work as the Great 
High Priest on our behalf 

- But, in verse 20, we are told that all of this is because he “became a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek” 

- Thankfully, the Bible doesn’t just name drop Melchizedek and walk awayà it tells us more 
about Him…but not everything 

o Genesis 14:18-20 mentions him as a real, historical figure who met with Abraham and 
blessed him after receiving a tithe of 10 percent of Abraham’s wealth 

- Vs. 1à Melchizedek’s name is actually a compound name of two Hebrew words: Melek 
(king) and tsedek (righteousness) à vs. 2 calls him the “king of righteousness” 

o He is also mentioned as being the “king of Salem” (vs. 2à king of peace [shalom]) 
- Vs. 1à also notice that he is also mentioned as a “priest of the Most High God” 

o He is a unique priest/king in the Scripture (that is important for later) 
- Vs. 3à appears to be very cryptic (re-read) 

o This description has led some scholars to believe that he was some sort of celestial 
being or even a pre-incarnate Christ à But, remember how important genealogies 
were in the ancient near east (Similar to the southern question: Who are your people?) 

§ Family lineage = importance in the ANE (and even in our world today) 
o Rick Phillips: “Quite in contrast to nearly everybody else of consequence in the book of Genesis, 

Melchizedek is not accompanied by a genealogy, but appears without any introduction or conclusion.”  
o A.W. Pink: The silence of the Old Testament Scriptures concerning his parentage has a designed 

significance. The entire omission was ordered by the Holy Spirit…in order to present a perfect type of 
the Lord Jesus. 



o Without getting too far into the weeds, the big takeaway from the words of King 
David in Psalm 110:4 is that God was going to do something new in the priestly 
worldà His intention was to bring someone onto the world stage who would be a 
king/priest like Melchizedek and whose priesthood would endure forever 

- Remember the Bojangles biscuit argument? (lesser to greater)à (re-read vs. 4-7)  
o Abraham was the backbone of the Jewish faith and the writer says that even he was 

INFERIOR to Melchizedekà Bold statement 
§ If Melchizedek was great enough for Father Abraham to give him one tenth of his wealth in 

tribute AND openly receive a blessing from Him…HOW MUCH MORE greater is the 
one Melchizedek points to? 

- This is where the writer starts talking about the greater priesthood as an encouragement 
o Keep in mind, the original audience was well-acquainted with the Mosaic Law and the 

ritual sacrifices, offerings, and washings that went along with it 
o One of the main purposes of the letter to the Hebrews is to bring the old covenant in 

Moses and the new covenant in Christ into their proper relationship 
o Vs. 11à If the Levitical priesthood (under the law of Moses) was able to actually 

perfectly atone for the sins of the people (and bring salvation), why would we need to 
care about Melchizedek? Couldn’t we just keep relying on the descendants of Aaron 
from the tribe of Levi? 

o Vs. 12à the Achilles heel of the Levitical priesthood is that the priests would die and 
need to be replaced over and over again 

§ The writer is not saying that the moral law has changed (10 commandments)à 
Jesus himself declared that he did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it  

§ The new promised priesthood (through Christ) ushered in a new administration 
of salvationà not one of performing endless sacrifices, but one of trusting (by 
faith) in the true and better sacrifice of Christ (who was both the priest AND 
the sacrifice) 

o Vs. 13-14à Jesus was descended from the tribe of Judah 
§ Vs. 15-16: This is what makes the priesthood of Jesus superiorà it does not 

depend on bodily descent but on the power of an indestructible life 
o All that to say, the priesthood of Jesus is superior because only it can truly bring 

atonement, forgiveness, and salvation for the people of God  
 
Transition: Thankfully, this is a time when not having term limits is an incredible thing 

- Why? (vs. 19) “…a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God” 
 
Point 2: A Better Priesthood Brings Better Promises 

- Like we said earlier, better input equals better output 
- Instead of a priest being installed because of their blood relationship to Aaron, Christ was 

installed as the Great High Priest because of His relationship to the Father 
o OT priests held the office with no assurances that it would remain valid into the 

futureà It was a temporary arrangement  
o Christ’s priesthood was sealed with an oath (Psalm 110:4 “The Lord has sworn and 

will not change His mind, you are a priest forever”) 



- Why is this good news for us today? à vs. 22-25 (re-read) à this effective/gracious 
priesthood will never be rescinded…never 

o The OT priests could never truly save because they needed atonement too 
o But, Christ is able to save “to the uttermost” (Greek = “completely”) 

§ Who is this promise for? à All who draw near to Him 
§ What does it cost? à Nothing. It is by grace alone, through faith alone 
§ What do they get? à Eternal intercession from an eternal, living, human high 

priest who can sympathize with their weaknesses and complete salvation 
through His blood as their sacrifice 

o If you are here and you trust Christ, these are YOUR promises! 
§ This is good news for the people of God because they have been set free from 

the endless cycle of self-atonement à their sin debt has been paid in full! 
- How can we REALLY know that this is true? 

o Better input = better output 
§ (re-read vs. 26-30) 
§ From a worldly standard, it seemed like Jesus came out of nowhere à born to 

a poor family in a throw away town (“can anything good come out of 
Nazareth”) 

§ But, we know that all of this was planned from the foundations of the world to 
redeem a “bunch of nobodys” like us so that we could be called children of 
God 

o An eternal high priest brings eternal hope 
§ That hope is secure and will never disappoint à Propels us forward in 

confidence and with great comfort 
 
Closing Illustration: Eugene Land 
- From Parade magazine comes the story of self-made millionaire Eugene Land, who greatly 

changed the lives of a sixth-grade class in East Harlem.  
- Mr. Lang had been asked to speak to a class of 59 sixth-graders. What could he say to inspire 

these students, most of whom would drop out of school? He wondered how he could get 
these predominantly black and Puerto Rican children even to look at him.  

- Scrapping his notes, he decided to speak to them from his heart. "Stay in school," he 
admonished, "and I'll help pay the college tuition for every one of you." At that moment the 
lives of these students changed. For the first time they had hope. Said one student, "I had 
something to look forward to, something waiting for me. It was a golden feeling." Nearly 90 
percent of that class went on to graduate from high school. 

- When true and lasting hope enters the picture, it changes everything 
 
(Let’s Pray) 
 
 
 
 


